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(54) MEDICAL IMAGE MANAGING METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To suppress a system load 
and to suppress a customizing man-hour by defining the 
level of an image to be used, setting modes of storage 
and reference, level by level, by modalities, and storing 
them in a memory, etc., of an image management 
memory. 

SOLUTION: A radiology department server 106 of a 
radiology department DP section generates images of 
compressibility by usage set in a compressed image 
basic attribute parameter table 301 for images generated 
at a photography department 102 and compressibility set 
on the basis of a storage place, and sends them to a set 
storage place. A flexible image management system 120 
shows common model constitution of image registration 
and reference processing at each DB section, and 
consists of a client 1201, a server 1202, an image DB 
1203, and tables 301-303 for image management 
registered on the server 1202. Then client 1201 
automatically performs a process for registering and 
referring to images in the image DB 1203 while always referring to the tables 301-303 for image 
management on the server. 
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In the present embodiment, the radiology department server 106 of the 
radiology department DB section produces an image from an image obtained at the 
photography section 102. The radiology department server 106 produces the image 
based on a compression rate for each purpose and a storage place which are set in a 
compression image basic attribute parameter table 301. The radiology department 
server 106 produces the image at the compression rate set in the table, and sends the 
produced image to the set storage place. First, all of the images are accumulated in 
the image DB 108 to be used for diagnosis or to be stored for a long period. Therefore, 
original images of which the quality does not deteriorate are set. Images compressed 
at high compression rates are accumulated in the image DB 109. The images 
compressed at high compression rates are used as an index to easily manage and 
retrieve the images accumulated in the image DB 108. Here, the compression rate is 
set to 1/100. 
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